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COSTA  RICA. 

By  Consul  Benjamin  F.  Cha.sc,  San  Jos«,  May  21. 

The  Republic  of  Costa  Rica  has  an  area  of  18,400  square  miles 
and  a  population  officially  estimated  at  441,342,  with  a  death  rate  of 
23.61  and  a  birth  rate  of  42.28  per  1,000  in  1916.  Agriculture  is  the 
principal  industry  and  bananas  and  coffee  are  the  chief  exports. 
Electricit}',  derived  from  water  power  in  the  highlands,  is  widely 
used  for  propelling  machinery,  lighting,  and  domestic  purposes,  and 
there  are  said  to  be  more  kilowatts  per  capita  than  in  the  United 
States. 

Transportation  facilities  are  afforded  by  two  railroads,  which  con- 
nect San  Jose  with  the  Atlantic  port  of  Limon  and  the  Pacific  port 
of  Puntarenas;  by  boats  on  the  inlets  and  rivers  of  the  lowlands; 
and  by  carts  in  the  highlands.  In  1916  an  automobile  road  from 
San  Jose  to  Heredia,  a  distance  of  7  miles,  was  completed,  and  an- 
other from  Cartago  to  Aguas  Caliente  was  begun. 

The  products  of  Costa  Rica  are  diversified  on  account  of  climatic 
conditions.  The  soil  is  generally  fertile,  especially  in  the  volcanic 
regions.  Along  the  coasts  tropical  vegetation  flourishes,  and  in  the 
mountains  of  the  interior  grow  the  products  of  the  south  Temperate 
Zone.  The  seasons  are  variable;  the  Pacific  side  of  the  divide  has 
dry  weather  from  December  to  Maj^  and  rains  the  rest  of  the  3"ear, 
but  the  Atlantic  side  has  no  distinctly  wet  or  dry  season. 
Foreign  Commerce — Record  Year  for  Exports. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Costa  Rica  amounted  to  $17,725,097  in 
1916,  with  imports  increasing  by  $2,125,143  and  exports  by  $1,149,590 
over  1915.  Exports  exceeded  imports  by  $4,517,247,  and  were  the 
largest  ever  recorded  from  this  country,  aggregating  $11,121,172, 
compared  Avith  $9,971,582  in  the  previous  year. 

General  exports  consisted  of  bananas,  $4,677,313 ;  coffee,  $4.242,338 ; 
gold  and  silver,  $1,006,194;  and  other  products,  $1,195,327. 

The  total  value  of  general  imports  was  $4,478,782  in  1915  and 
$6,731,273  in  1916,  divided  as  follows:  General  merchandise.  $4,350,- 
076  and  $6,419,690 ;  animals,  $95,964  and  $184,235 ;  and  specie  coined 
in  the  United  States,  $32,742  and  $127,348.  Imports  were  received 
through  port  customhouses,  $5,730,720;  by  parcel  post,  $444,912;  by 
frontier,  $256,536;  and  overland  from  Nicaragua,  $171,757. 

Imports  by  parcel  post  Avere  $249,220  in  1915  and  $444,912  in  1916, 
a  gain  of  $195,692  in  the  latter  year,  when  $237,637  worth  came  from 
the  United  States.  The  percentages  of  parcel-post  imports  from  each 
country  were:  United  States,  48.13  in  1915  and  53.41  in  1916:  United 
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Kingdom,  19.19  and  20.44;  Italy,  26.73  and  12.31 ;  and  all  other  coun- 
tries, 5.95  and  13.84.. 

Following  is  a  statenient  of  imports  from  and  exports  to  various 
countries  during  the  past  two  years : 


Coimtries. 


Imports  from. 


1915 


1916 


Exports  to. 


1915 


1916 


United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

I  ranee 

Central  America.. 
Spanish  America. . 

Italy 

Spain 

All  other  countries 

Total 


$3,031,997 
42, 979 
548,810 
84,132 
131, 584 
254,856 
137,615 
117,849 
128,960 


aU, 


677,407 
1,340 
790,851 
180,228 
223,820 
310, 866 
124,923 
162,578 
131,912 


$4,  S64, 803 

13,225 

4,438,233 

62,775 

90,217 

275,022 


56,830,977 


3,668,408 

93,418 

131,652 

324,616 


227,107 


72, 101 


4,478,782 


0  6,603,925 


9,971,582 


11,121,172 


a  Not  including  specie. 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Principal  Countries. 

In  the  accompanying  table  are  shown  the  value  of  the  chief  im- 
ports and  exports  and  the  principal  countries  of  origin  and  destina- 
tion for  the  past  two  years: 


Articles. 


Articles. 


1916 


IMPORTS. 

Automobiles,  United  States. 
Cattle 

Nicaragua , 

Coffee  sacks 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Corn  meal,  United  States — 
Cotton  goods 

United"  States , 

Great  Britain 

.  Germany 

Italy 

France 

Drugs  and  chemicals , 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Electrical  materials 

United  States , 

Flour 

United  States 

Lard 

United  States 

Railway  materials 

United  States 

Rice 

United  States 

Wheat,  United  States 


S95.964 
95,964 
98, 531 
13,220 
83,919 


466,699 

266, 333 

129, 848 

4,491 

30, 749 

10,907 

115,903 

85, 194 

4,065 

11, 196 

4,977 

95, 176 

80,773 

224, 480 

209,662 

144,181 

142,270 

62,387 

59,725 

108,649 

93,283 

323,567 


$68, 218 

184, 2.35 

171,757 

131,118 

38, 153 

90,614 

6, 447 

657, 447 

416, 758 

165, 014 

109 

25,302 

28,128 

73, 485 

51,901 


10, 238 

3, 482 

112, 746 

101,716 

488,660 

470, 670 

174, 304 

172, 610 

29,914 

5,737 

142, 859 

122, 076 

262 


EXPORTS. 

Bananas 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Cacao 

Unit«d  States 

Great  Britain. 

Central  America 

Coffee 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Gernumy 

Gold    and  "silver,    United 

States 

Hides,  cattle  and  deer 

United  States 

Spain 

Lumber 

Cedar 

United  States 

Cocobolo 

United  States 

Mahogany 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Rubber 

United  States 

Sugar,  United  States 


,427,566 

, 087, 826 

, 339, 741 

174,809 

66, 897 

101,674 

4, 355 

, 730, 307 

547,982 

,877,932 

55,956 

805,897 

151,054 

90,069 

38, 332 

49,372 

16,908 

13,700 

7,977 

7,970 

14,080 

3,911 

8,370 

49,488 

48, 192 

69,686 


$4,677,313 

3,394,529 

1,282,784 

223, 369 

66, 041 

149,226 

9.102 

4, 242;  338 

1,789,842 

2,129,654 


1,006,949 

161, 775 

132,494 

11,677 

51, 213 

39,528 

27,494 

4,432 

4,432 

1,899 

1,899 


65, 149 
65, 149 
241,058 


Share  of  Each  Country  in  Costa  Eican  Trade. 

The  United  States  furnished  nearly  71  per  cent  of  the  imports  into 
Costa  Hica  for  1916,  compared  with  69  per  cent  for  1915,  and  took 
more  than  61  per  cent  of  the  exports,  against  less  than  49  per  cent  in 
the  previous  year.  Great  Britain's  share  of  both  imports  and  exports 
decreased  in  proportion.  The  origin  of  imports  and  the  destination 
of  exports  of  merchandise  during  the  past  two  years,  by  percentages, 
were  as  follows: 


COSTA   UICA. 


Country. 


United  States 

Ciermany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Central  America... 
Spanisii  America.. 

Italy 

Spain 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Imports  from. 


1915        1916 


Per  ct. 

69.  IS 

.98 

12.52 

1.92 

.82 

5.81 

3.1-1 

2.68 

2.92 


100. 00 


Per  ct. 

70.83 
.02 

11.97 
2.73 
3.39 
4.71 
1.89 
2.40 
2.00 


100. 00 


Exports  to. 


1915        1916 


Per 

48. 


Per  ct. 
61.43 


32.98 

.84 

1.18 

2.92 


What  Costa  Rica  Buys  and  Sells. 

Other  general  imports,  with  the  amounts  of  each  article  in  1915  and 
1916,  were:  Beer.  $22,016  and  $33,342;  cashmeres,  $32,049  and 
$70,134;  cement,  $59,146  and  $54,036;  codfish,  $45,248  and  $52,673; 
hardware,  $21,660  and  $33,969;  industrial  materials,  $47,771  and 
$47,756 ;  iron  pipes,  $39,149  and  $81,646 ;  structural  iron,  $38,221  and 
$97,046 ;  leather,  $81,965  and  $146,951 ;  lumber,  $19,006  and  $30,42^1 ; 
machinery,  $124,791  and  $150,904;  industrial  oils,  $45,321  and 
$34,916;  paraffin,  $82,245  and  $130,490;  leaf  tobacco.  $30,368  and 
$25,760;  manufactured  tobacco,  $27,953  and  $31,011;  and  tools, 
$27,845  and  $32,308. 

The  United  States  sends  the  largest  shipments  of  each  import  item 
except  jute  coffee  sacks,  which  come  from  the  United  Kingdom,  be- 
cause that  country  takes  most  of  the  Co.sta  Eican  coffee  crop.  It  is 
probable  that  much  of  the  rice  credited  to  the  United  States  is  trans-  • 
shipped  there  from  the  Far  East,  as  it  arrives  at  tlie  Pacific  port  of 
Puntarenas.  Instead  of  importing  50  cents'  worth  of  rice  per  capita, 
Costa  Rica  should  export  that  product,  as  there  are  large  areas  suit- 
able for  its  cultivation;  and  many  cattle  are  brought  from  Nicaragua, 
although  much  land  in  this  country  is  adapted  to  grazing. 

Three  export  items  of  growing  importance  are  cane  sugar,  about 
7,000,000  pounds  in  1916;  cacao,  more  than  1,800,000  pounds:  and 
manganese  ore,  of  which  the  first  shipments  were  made  last  year. 
The  production  of  cane  sugar  has  developed  in  six  years  from  a 
quantity  barely  sufficient  for  domestic  consumption  to  the  present 
volume.  The  average  annual  export  of  cacao  is  600,000  pounds,  but 
tliree  times  this  amount  was  shipped  in  1916,  because  of  a  larger  area 
under  cultivation,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  the  leading  article  of  ex- 
port within  five  years.  Promising  deposits  of  manganese  ore  were 
found  in  the  Pacific  Province  of  Guanacaste  and  several  mines  are 
being  worked.  If  successful,  this  exploitation  will  bring  prosperity 
to  a  region  that  has  not  advanced  so  rapidly  as  the  rest  of  the 
country. 
Financial  Conditions — Shipping. 

There  was  an  improvement  in  general  economic  conditions  in  Costa 
Rica  during  1916.  The  average  exchange  on  New  York  Avas  253.98 
compared  ^  ith  257  in  1915. 

The  national  indebtedness  of  the  Republic  was  $19,249,811  on  De- 
cember 31,  1915,  and  $20,818,679  on  December  31,  1916,  composed  as 
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follows:  La  Dueda  In^iesa  (English  locan),  $7,721,481  and  $7,709,- 
978;  Emprestito  Frances  (French  loan),  $6,755,000  and  $6,658,771; 
miscellaneous  foreign  debt,  $214,091  and  $383,539 ;  interior  loans  and 
miscellaneous  debt,  $4,559,239  and  $6,066,391.  Payments  made  on  the 
national  debt  in  1916  were :  Interest  on  English  loan,  $343,692 ;  inter- 
est on  French  loan,  $367,007 ;  interest  on  miscellaneons  foreign  debt, 
$10,316;  and  interest  on  interior  loans  and  miscellaneous  debt, 
$374,149;  making  a  total  of  $1,095,163,  in  comparison  with  $943,012 
in  1915. 

The  revenues  pf  Costa  Rica  were  $2,945,517  in  191o  and  $3,501,561 
in  1916 ;  expenditures,  $4,257,511  and  $4,556,409.  Receipts  from  the 
postal  service  amounted  to  $67,037  in  1915  and  $65,641  in  1916 ;  dis- 
bursements, $50,493  and  $51,341. 

According  to  official  statistics,  437  vessels  of  902,864  tons  entered 
Costa  Rican  ports  in  1915  and  433  of  849.255  tons  in  1916.  At  Punta- 
renas  101  ships  of  129,215  tons  arrived  in' 1915  and  114  of  130,342  tons 
in  1916;  at  Limon,  317  of  771,829  tons  in  1915  and  282  of  716,017  tons 
in  1916 ;  and  at  Rio  San  Juan  del  Norte,  19  of  1,820  tons  in  1915  and 
37  of  2,896  tons  in  1916.  A  few  small  boats  were  built  at  Puntarenas 
for  lightering  ores  and  lumber. 

lumber  and  Other  Industries. 

Of  the  300  sawmills  in  Costa  Rica  about  75  were  in  operation 
during  1916  and  produced  an  average  of  40,000  feet  board  measure 
of  lumber  daily,  with  six  times  the  value  of  a  similar  quantity  in 
the  United  States.  One  mill  in  Son  Jose  has  a  daily  output  of 
10,000  feet  board  measure.  Lumber  fi*om  the  interior  is  hauled  on 
oxcarts,  often  for  long  distances.  Logs  from  the  Pacific  side  are 
brought  by  rail  and  assembled  at  the  point  of  shipment  in  rafts 
drawn  by  tugs  from  various  inlets  near  the  tracts  cut.  At  Puntare- 
nas is  being  built  the  first  dry  kiln  in  the  Republic.  Heretofore 
lumbering  has  been  controlled  chiefly  by  Americans. 

The  development  of  agriculture,  the  principal  industry  of  Costa 
Rica,  is  shown  b}^  the  increased  exports  of  agricultural  products. 
An  important  departure  in  1916  was  the  establishment  of  apiculture 
in  the  Republic.  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  Mar.  29,  1917.]  The 
importation  of  neat  cattle  from  Nicaragua  was  6,150  head  in  1916, 
compared  with  4.793  in  1915.  [An  article  on  Live  Stock  and  Nat- 
ural Resources  in  Costa  Rica  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  Mar.  28,  1917.] 

Enough  fresh  fish  are  brought  from  the  Pacific  to  meet  the  demand 
of  the  highland  residents.  A  concession  for  turtle  raising  near 
Limon  Avas  granted  during  1916. 

The  production  of  gold  and  silver  continued  at  the  normal  rate. 
Explorations  were  made  for  copper  and  for  gold.  The  initial  ship- 
ments of  manganese  have  been  previously  mentioned.  [See  also 
Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  24, 1917,  and  Mar.  28, 1917.]  Petroleum 
concessions  were  not  awarded  in  time  to  begin  prospecting  in  1916. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

There  were  no  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  San 
Jose  for  the  United  States  during  the  past  two  years.  Returned 
American  goods  were  valued  at  $1,598  in  1916. 
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Values  of  shipments  cei-tified  at  the  consular  agency  at  Puntarenas, 
in  the  San  Jose  district,  for  the  United  States  in  1915  and  191G  were 
as  follows: 


Articles. 

1915 

1910 

Articles. 

191.5 

1910 

Coffee 

5171,243 
9,366 
57,909 
26,781 

15,827 
7,970 

$939,543 
11,678 
9,327 
47,563 

31,378 
0,074 

Manfjaness  ore 

$39  499 

Rubber 

S9,178 
3,034 

13,647 

Gold               

All  ottier  articles 

2  400 

Hides 

Total 

301,368 

1  101  109 

Cedar  and  mahogany 

Cocobolo 

Land  and  Income  Taxes — Important  Trade-Mark  Order. 

At  an  extraordinary  session  of  the  Costa  Eican  Congress  in 
December.  1916,  land  legislation  of  a  detailed  and  radical  character 
was  enacted.  Previously  land  in  this  country  was  not  subject  to 
taxation.  Provision  for  the  levying  of  an  income  tax  was  made  at 
the  same  session. 

On  October  25,  1916,  was  issued  an  executive  order  requiring 
ownership  to  be  proved  before  the  registration  of  trade-marks. 
This  protected  foreign  manufacturers  from  the  pirating  of  their 
devices. 

No  tariff  changes  of  consequence  occurred  during  the  .year,  except 
a  slight  alteration  in  the  section  applying  to  plaster  of  Paris.  As 
all  duties  are  based  upon  the  gross  weight  of  goods,  light  packing  is 
essential,  but  it  must  be  durable  in  order  to  stand  transportation 
by  sea  and  rail  and  distribution  bj^  oxcarts. 

PORT  LIMON. 

By  Consul  Chester  Donaldson. 

At  the  end  of  1916  trade  in  the  Port  Limon  consular  district  was 
nearer  normal  than  at  any  time  since  the  war  began,  being  more 
efficiently  organized  by  the  closing  or  removal  of  many  weaker  es- 
tablishments; the  reduction  of  rents  to  represent  a  fair  margin  of 
profit  on  the  capital  invested;  the  arrangement  of  new-  credits  and 
business  connections  in  the  United  States  to  replace  those  affected  hj 
the  war ;  and  the  creation  of  new  industries  to  offset  the  losses  fi-om 
the  banana  blight,  which  still  prevails  in  certain  localities,  but  has 
been  partly  checked  b}^  scientific  methods  and  skillful  farming. 

Frodnction  of  Bananas  and  Cacao. 

The  banana  crop  of  1916  was  somewhat  larger  than  that  of  1915 
and  is  steadily  increasing,  although  higher  rates  of  exchange  limit 
its  value.  The  number  of  stems  was  4,390,940  in  1915  and  4,753,898 
in  1916,  a  gain  of  362,958.  About  two-thirds  of  the  bananas  raised 
in  this  district  were  exported  to  the  United  States  and  one-third  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  There  was  practically  no  change  last  year  in 
the  proportion  going  to  each  country.  In  adHition  to  the  number  of 
stems  given,  more  than  2,000,000  were  shipper!  from  the  Sixaola 
district  of  Costa  Rica  and  declared  for  export  at  Bocas  del  Tore, 
Panama. 
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The  production  of  cacao  increased  in  1916,  but  greater  demands 
from  France  and  England  caused  the  shipments  invoiced  for  the 
United  States  to  decline  about  25  per  cent. 

Increased  Sugar  Output. 

The  most  important  new  industry  of  this  district  and  of  the  entire 
country  is  sugar.  In  1912,  none  was  exported:  in  1913,  about 
90.000 'pounds  Avere  shipped;  in  1914,  1,000,000  pounds;  in  1915, 
nearly  3,000,000  pounds;  and  in  1916,  more  than  6,000,000  pounds, 
to  the  United  States. 

Although  the  sugar  crop  of  Costa  Eica  is  exported  chiefly  from 
Port  Limon,  most  of  the  important  plantations  are  in  the  Alajuela, 
Grecia,  Naranjo,  and  San  Kamon  districts,  and  the  product  has  to 
be  carted  from  12  to  40  miles  to  the  railway  at  Alajuela  for  trans- 
portation to  San  Jose,  where  large  quantities  are  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  aguardiente  (rum)  and  alcohol.  For  this  purpose  it  is 
turned  into  molasses  and  cake  sugar,  which  is  dark  and  hard,  some- 
what resembling  the  maple  sugar  niade  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  Only  the  surplus  not  needed  for 
these  domestic  industries  and  home  consumption  is  exported  to  the 
United  States. 

Articles  Invoiced  for  United  States. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  values  of  the  shipments  cer- 
tified at  the  American  consulate  at  Port  Limon  for  the  United  States 
during  the  past  two  years : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

$2,450,754 

67,100 

605,250 

57,846 

36,250 

S2, 281, 871 

54,082 

739, 650 

89,914 

49,174 

Sugar 

869,686 
18,931 

8241,058 

All  other  articles 

28  355 

Coffee 

Total 

Hides 

3,305,817 

3,484,704 

Rubber 

Eeturned  American  goods  in  1916  were  valued  at  $109,842,  and  con^ 
sistecl  principally  of  cartridges,  $87,310,  and  scrap  metal,  $11,274. 

Agricultural  Society — New  Industries — Shipping. 

During  the  past  year  the  development  of  agriculture  was  fostered 
b}'  the  Junta  Agricola,  an  association  formed  in  1915,  which  is  doing 
much  educational  work  and  introducing  ncAv  vegetables  and  plants 
into  this  district.  There  is  free  distribution  of  seeds  and  instruction 
in  the  cultivation  of  crops. 

A  factory  for  the  production  of  banana  flour  and  other  commodi- 
ties was  established  in  1916. 

The  concern  receiving  the  petroleum  concession  has  organized  as 
the  Costa  Rica  Oil  Corporation  and  is  prospecting  on  a  large  scale. 

Ships  clearing  from  Port  Limon  in  1916  numbered  242.  of  767.275 
net  tons;  in  1915  there  were  261,  of  774,906  net  tons.  The  number  of 
American  vessels  clearing  was  164,  of  524,309  tons,  in  1915,  and  162, 
of  552,319  tons,  in  1916:  British,  58,  of  173,087  tons,  and  55,  of 
174,442  tons:  and  all  other  nationalities.  39,  of  77,510  tons,  and  25,  of 
40,511  tons. 
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